REBELLION                     343

Animated by these reflections, on the morrow of the
Armistice a deputation of Egyptians headed by Saad
waited upon the High Commissioner, requesting per-
mission to proceed to London to lay before the British
Cabinet the claim of their country to autonomy.
Taking as their cue the memorable pronouncement of
President Wilson, the deputation urged that Egypt's
substantial contribution in men and supplies to the
British Military Forces had earned, in turn, a generous
reconsideration of her political condition. The
speakers had no authority to represent their fellow
countrymen ; but their social standing and reputation
forbade the High Commissioner to make use of that
argument. Nor did he attempt to do so. He was so
far impressed on the contrary with their reasonable
attitude and language that he counselled His Majesty's
Government to receive the deputation. The advice
was rejected, and the High Commissioner was bidden
to inform the deputation that c no useful purpose
would be served by their coming'. The decision was
a painful blunder, which cost England dearly.

General Sir R. Wingate had succeeded Sir Henry
MacMahbn as High Commissioner in the last weeks
of 1916. The stay of the latter had been too brief to
permit him to leave any mark upon Egypt,1 and his
reputation rests chiefly upon the successful conduct of
negotiations with the Sherif of Mecca, whereby that
Prince joined the Allies. His recall was totally un-
expected by the Egyptian public, and the news that
Sir R. Wingate would replace him hardly less so. But
if others had forgotten the Governor-General of the
Sudan His Majesty's Government had kept him in
mind. Wingate's experience of North-Eastern Africa
was almost unique : either in Egypt or in the Sudan
he had spent the whole of his active life. He possessed
a multitude of friends in both countries. In Egypt he
1 Sir Henry MacMahon arrived in Egypt in January 1915.